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facilitate the policy of governmental repression and thus play
into the hands of reaction. As against militarist, nationalist and
New Darwinian social philosophers who perceive a continuing
need for violent struggle, Marx and Lenin regarded violence as
a temporary expedient, only justified as a necessary means of
ushering in a new order of peace.86 According to both Marx and
Lenin violence can succeed only when the revolutionary situa-
tion, i.e., the social condition ripe for a new order, is present.
In the words of Lenin, "Revolution is impossible without ar
all-national crisis, affecting both the exploited and the
exploiters."87

But there is an inherent contradiction between the
communist goal and the violent means. Attitudes which are
inherent in the present social order must be changed if the aim
is to bring about the classless and Stateless democracy, the ideal
of the communist as well as of Gandhiji. Violence used on a
large scale will effectually hinder the emergence of impulses and
ideals demanded by the communist society. In the words of
Laski, "the condition of Communism is the restraint of exactly
those appetites which violence releases. . . /'ss

Violence, like capitalism, implies treating men as mere
means. It degrades and brutalizes those who use it and those
against whom it is used, arousing in them hatred, fear and
anger. Non-violence, on the other hand, exalts the sa:yagrahi
as well as the opponent, thus liberating tremendous iiiDrr.:
energy for social regeneration.89

In believing that an unbridgeable gulf and absolute anta-
gonism between classes are essential features of society and thai-
capitalists are incorrigible and past all reform, communisms pro-
ceed on very wrong lines. Absolute clash of interests is an
impossibility and in any case it is not a normal situation of
social life: classes which may be irreconcilable in one social
situation co-operate in another.90 Every- man has limitless
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